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Law, Legalism, and Liberty 





HAT is the distinction for the Chris- 

tian between law and legalism and 

liberty? Many Christians do not 
clearly understand the Scriptural meaning 
of these terms, and yet it is quite common 
to hear someone called a ‘‘legalist’”’ or a 
Pharisee. 

What do some Christians mean when they 
say, ‘‘I am not under the law, but under 
grace’’? To what law do they refer, and is 
this some privilege that extends only to cer- 
tain individuals, or to all believers ? 

These and other related questions will be 
discussed by the well-known president of 
Philadelphia College of Bible, Charles C. 
Ryrie, Th.D., Ph.D., 
in a series of five arti- 
eles, scheduled to be- 
gin in the June 25 
issue of THE SUNDAY 
ScHooL TIMEs. 

Dr. Ryrie will first 
show what the ‘‘law’’ 
is, and what are the 
different laws, such as 
the law of nature, the 
law of Eden, the law 
of the patriarchs, the 
Mosaic law, and the 
law of Christ. 

Next he will con- 
sider the place of the 
Mosaic law in the 
Seriptures, to whom 
it was given, and its 
use and abuses. 

The law of Christ 
will then be discussed, 
its precepts, its power, 
and its purpose. 





Dr. Charles C. Ryrie 


Legalism will then be defined—what it is 
not, and what it is will be shown in-relation 
to the law, to motive, and to power. 

Finally, Dr. Ryrie will outline the facets 
of Christian liberty in its relation to salva- 
tion, to holy living, and to glorification; 
the limitation of Christian liberty; the 
power of Christian liberty; and the product 
of liberty. 

Dr. Ryrie is well equipped to present this 
important series in THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
Times. He is a graduate of Dallas Theo- 
logical Seminary, being awarded high hon- 
ors in its Th.M. and Th.D. programs. He 
received his Ph.D. from the University of 
Edinburgh, Seotland. 
Before coming to the 
Philadelphia College 
of Bible, he was as- 
sistant professor of 
systematic theology at 
Dallas Theological 
Seminary. He is an 
ordained Baptist min- 
ister and is the author 
of a number of books, 
including: ‘‘ The Basis 
of Premillennial 
Faith’ (Loizeaux 
Bros.) ; ‘‘Neo-Ortho- 
doxy” (Moody 
Press); ‘‘The Place 
of Women in _ the 
Churech”’ (Maemillan 
Co.); ‘‘Bible Theol- 
ogy in the New Tes- 
tament’’ (Moody 
Press); ‘‘First and 
Second  Thessaloni- 
ans’’ (Moody Press). 


Here is an opportunity to send to your friends and acquaintances this unusual series 
and at the same time to acquaint them with the many other good things to be found in 
THE SunpDAy ScHoot Times week by week. Short-term subscriptions for only $1.69 
each in the U.S.A. ($1.81 in Canada, in U.S.A. dollars) will carry the paper for 22 weeks 
to as many as you wish. Just specify the Ryrie series, to begin with the June 25 issue. 





A Special Offer 





You may obtain a copy of “The Amplified New Testament,” which sells for $3.95, without money 
cost to you, by sending in three new 22-week subscriptions at a total cost of $5, in the U.S.A. (in 
Canada $5.35, U.S.A. dollars). These subscriptions will cover the Ryrie series if they are so designated 
and sent immediately. Address all subscriptions to 


The Sunday School Times Company 


325 North 13th Street 


Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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GOD’S MASTER PLAN 


Salvation is no mere fire escape from hell to Heaven. 
It is no spiritual life and accident insurance policy that 
guarantees our eternal future while we are free to live a life 
of spiritual indifference and practical materialism on earth. 
Salvation is that supernatural work of God whereby He 
saves us from sin’s penalty, makes us sons of God, and con- 
forms us to the image of Christ. God has called us out 
of the darkness of sin, the oppression of guilt, and separa- 
tion from Himself into His marvelous life and light. He 
has made us His children. He has ordained that we should 
bear His family likeness because we are His own children. 
We are to be holy. Our lives are to demonstrate God’s 
praise and glory. When God the Father viewed His incar- 
nate Son, the Lord Jesus, living that life of sinless obedience 
on earth, manifesting God’s moral glory and excellence, ful- 
filling the Law, He broke the silence of eternity to declare, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” Christ 
lived a life of perfection and purity in terms of human flesh 
and blood amid a rebellious, cruel, and corrupted humanity. 
At last God had a man—the God Man—in whom He could 
delight. He had a man who found His fulfillment and 
satisfaction in God’s perfect will. Christ, the last Adam, 
was God’s man, one who was full of grace and truth. The 
perfection and surpassing excellence of the Godhead was 


now demonstrated in creation, which had been violated and 
corrupted by sin and the Devil. Yes, God was satisfied with 
His Son. He determined to populate Heaven with redeemed 
and forgiven sinners by way of the Cross. God predestined 
that these redeemed ones who are covered with the right- 
eousness of Christ shall be made righteous. He has willed 
that they shall be holy as He is holy. The goal of God in 
the salvation of man is to make man like His incarnate Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. He has given us His Holy Spirit, who 
enables us to live a life of victory over the world, the flesh, 
and: the Devil. This is the life of Christ within the believer. 
He has given us the Holy Spirit, who is sanctifying us, 
enabling us to grow in grace. He it is who fills us with all 
the fullness of God. It is entirely incompatible with God’s 
master plan for the Christian, God’s grace in Christ on behalf 
of the Christian, God’s power in the Holy Spirit within the 
Christian, for anyone to consider salvation merely as some 
deliverance from future punishment. Likewise, it is entirely 
incompatible with man’s true response to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for him to love this world, to be conformed to this 
world, and to be dominated by sin. Salvation is God’s total 
plan of raising man from spiritual death and presenting him 
perfect in Christ Jesus. An evidence of our regeneration is 
our positive response to God and His master plan for us. 
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we should pray for “good things,” 

a “clean heart,” our everyday con- 
versation, the forgiveness of our sins, 
light to understand the Scriptures, deliv- 
erance from the Evil One, sanctification, 
and fresh supplies of the Holy Spirit. 
Let us continue: 

9. We should pray for the progress of 
truth upon earth. There is a definite 
command to do that. Paul, through the 
Holy Spirit, commands it in 2 Thessaloni- 
ans 3:1, “Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may have free 
course, and be glorified, even as it is 
with you.” That Scripture has encour- 
aged and inspired me many times when 
praying for the progress of God’s truth 
on the earth. I often refer to it, and 
quote it in prayer. Paul wrote it for 
all time, not only for his own times. 
Let the Lord’s people practice this, and 
pray daily along the lines of its com- 
mand. Paul was doing missionary serv- 
ice when he wrote the words of 2 
Thessalonians 3:1, and, therefore, it does 


Tres far we have included in what 


especially apply to the Word of God as 
preached by His missionaries. Even 
when the Lord’s servant is in “bonds,” 
in prison, or incapacitated, “the Word of 
God is not bound,” as Paul stated (2 
Tim. 2:9). 

10. We should pray for guidance. 
Take the example of King David in 2 
Samuel 2:1, “And it came to pass after 
this, that David inquired of the Lord, 
saying, Shall I go up into any of the 
cities of Judah?” He asked for clear 
and definite guidance of God as to his 
movements here and there. And he got 
as definite an answer. “The Lord said 
unto him, Go up.” , 

Then David desired specific instruc- 
tions, as to where he was to go. He 
prayed further: “Whither shall I go 
up?” And he got a specific answer. The 
Lord said: “Unto Hebron” (2 Sam. 
2:1). We each need guidance on our 
pilgrim way, on our journey through 
life. This example of David’s teaches 
that guidance can be asked for and 
given. 





We ought always to take the Lord into 
matters of going here or there, of doing 
this or that. James 4:13, 15 is authority 
for that statement. He wrote: “Go to 
now, ye that say, Today or to morrow 
we will go into such a city, and continue 
there a year, and buy and sell, and get 
gain: . For that ye ought to say, If 
the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, 
or that.” God’s guidance is sure guid- 
ance, and safe guidance. Let Christians 
ask for it, and expect it. When R. A. 
Torrey was called by D. L. Moody to 
take charge of what later became The 
Moody Bible Institute, he said it took 
him several days to get quiet enough to 
know the will of God. He prayed for 
definite guidance about that step. He 
got it, and rendered distinguished and 
wonderful service there. 

11. Christians should pray that la- 
borers be sent into the various fields of 
the world. Our Lord so commanded in 
Matthew 9:38: “Pray ye therefore the 
Lord of the harvest, that he will send 
forth labourers into his harvest.” It 
held for that time, it must hold good for 
our time, too! Hudson Taylor continu- 
ally practiced this, and, in that way, got 
many laborers sent to China, his own 
chosen field. R. A. Torrey tells us that 
he prayed for about six years that God 
would send someone round the world 
preaching the Gospel. Finally God sent 
him. George Miiller had constantly to 
pray for fitted and prepared workers 
for the field to which God had called 
him. He got them in answer to prayer. 

12. Christians should not only pray 
for laborers to. be sent forth, but for 
open doors of utterance for them. 
Such is the teaching of Paul in Colos- 
sians 4:3, 4, “Withal praying also for us, 
that God would open unto us a door of 
utterance, to speak the mystery of 
Christ, for which I am also in bonds: 
That I may make it manifest, as I ought 
to speak.” Many doors of utterance are 
now closed to the servants of Christ: 
yet this is the Dispensation of the Spirit, 
and the Dispensation of the Great Com- 
mission; Oh, for a chorus of prayer to 
God that He would again open the door 
to China, that His servants might again 
enter the open door, and preach the 
Gospel to every creature! God has not 
finished with China, a country bearing 
so many millions of the human family, 
for whose sake He sent His Son (See 1 
John 4:9, 10, 14). Prayer has opened 
doors in the past; prayer will open doors 
in our time. Let us so pray. 

13. We should pray for wisdom. 
There is a definite command to do this. 
James, himself a man who prayed 
much, exhorts us: “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth 
to all men liberally, and upbraideth 
not; and it shall be given him” (1:5). 
The “wisdom” to be prayed for here is 
a wisdom of conduct when undergoing 
trials and testings and temptations. 
“We should not pray so much for the 
removal of an affliction as for wisdom 
to make a right use of it. And who is 
there that does not want wisdom under 
any great trials or exercises to guide 
him in his judgment of things, in the 
government of his own spirit and tem- 
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per, and in the management of his af- 
fairs? To be wise in trying times is a 
special gift of God, and to Him we must 
seek for it” (Matthew Henry). 

What a mistake Joshua and the 
princes of Israel made when the 
Gibeonites came to them disguised as 
travelers “from a far country.” They 
failed in that trial and temptation be- 
cause they “asked not counsel at the 
mouth of the Lord” (Josh. 9:14). When 
the wisdom of God is needed, remember 
the counsel of the wise Solomon: “Trust 
in the Lord with all thine heart; and 
lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths” (Prov. 3:5, 6). 


14. We should pray about everything. 
Philippians 4:6 teaches us concerning 
that. It is all-inclusive; nothing is to 
be left out. “Be careful for nothing; but 
in everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.” One of the 
most used hymns of the Christian 
Church is also one of the best com- 
mentaries on this exhortation to pray 
about everything. Again and again the 
refrain is, “Take it to the Lord in 
prayer.” It will help us in practice to 
meditate upon this great hymn of 
the Church. Say these exhortations 
thoughtfully: 


What a Friend we have in Jesus, 
All our sins and griefs to bear; 

What a privilege to carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 


Oh, what peace we often forfeit, 
Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry 
Everything to God in prayer. 
Then the hymn writer mentions some of 
the things to pray about: 


Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 


And, then, with Philippians 4:6 in mind, 
he continues: 


Are we weak and heavy laden, 
Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Saviour, still our refuge, 
Take it to the Lord in prayer. 


Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer; 

In His arms He’ll take and shield thee, 
Thou wilt find a solace there. 


George Miiller tells in his autobi- 
ography that he practiced Philippians 
4:6; that he prayed about everything, 
even praying about a lost key. And 
why not? A person lost a favorite pen. 
He could not find it anywhere. He 
prayed about it, and was directed to 
open a drawer in a desk where special 
things were kept, and was opened only 
occasionally. There was the lost pen! 
“In everything by prayer and supplica- 
tion with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known unto God.” 


15. We should pray for the coming 
again of the Lord Jesus. When we 
pray, aS we certainly should, the pe- 
tition the Lord gave us, “Thy kingdom 
come” (Matt. 6:10; Luke 11:2), we are 
really praying for the coming of the 
King, the King Messiah, to establish 
His Kingdom on this earth. That prayer 
of three words has been called by more 
than one Bible expositor, “this most 
comprehensive prayer.” It is that, for it 
is all-embracing. It is the consumma- 
tion of all holy prayers of all saints of 





Psalm 72 is indeed the Psalm 


all times. 
of the Kingdom. It is one long prayer 
for the coming and the establishment of 
the Kingdom of God on this earth, 
over this world. At the close of that 
Psalm the writer says: “The prayers of 
David the son of Jesse are ended.” He 
means that they are answered; that 
they are performed; that they are ac- 
complished in the coming of the King 
and His Kingdom. 

The Holy Scriptures of the Christian 
Church end with the prayer of one of 
its representatives: “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22:20). The promise 
was given and received by John the 
Apostle and prophet, “Surely I come 
quickly.” John turned that promise 
into prayer. “What comes from Heaven 
in a promise should be sent back to 
Heaven in a prayer.” Oh, that we, too, 
may fill our hearts and minds with the 
promises of His coming and turn them 
into prayer—the last prayer of the Bible 
—‘“Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 


SEATTLE, WASH. 





lw Notes on- 


= Oper en letters 


Can a God of Love Permit Hell? 


A certain skeptic with whom I 
work holds the view that the Bible 
contradicts itself, and he offers in 
proof this statement: “How can God, 
as a God of love, permit hell to be 
created?” 

Thanking you for giving me some- 
thing to set this man right, I am— 
A Louisiana reader. 








When we know as much as God 
knows, we shall be able to answer this 
question fully. Meanwhile, there are 
certain obvious facts to be remem- 
bered: 

The only revelation that we have 
that tells us that God is love, tells us 
also that there is a hell for those who 
reject God’s love. If we deny the 
fact of hell, we must, rationally and 
logically, deny the fact of God’s love, 
for there is the same reason for be- 
lieving in both. 

We dare not believe in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, or in His love, or in His state- 
ments about Himself and His loving 
purpose of redemption in coming to 
this world to die for men’s sins that 
they might be saved, unless we believe 
in hell, for the strongest and most 
unmistakable words about hell come 
from the lips of this Son of God, who 
died that men might be saved from 
hell. “God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that who- 
soever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life. For God 


(Continued on page 453) 
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1. The Road to 


HE fires of ecumenical fervor are 
TL oumine and a steady flow of press 

releases are fanning the flames of 
public interest and creating a climate 
of opinion favorable to the union of 
all the churches of Christendom. Prot- 
estant ecumenical action is channeled 
through the World Council of Churches 
organized at Amsterdam in 1948. This 
movement is broadly inclusive, embrac- 
ing nearly all the major denominations 
of Protestantism and the Catholic 
churches of Eastern Orthodoxy. The 
door also remains open for Rome. 

Since Roman Catholicism outnumbers 
the combined membership of the WCC, 
the Vatican naturally expects to have 
the major voice in any union it accepts. 
Rome is showing signs of bowing to 
popular opinion, however, to strengthen 
its bid for ecumenical unity under the 
pope. Priests are now allowed to ap- 
pear in public wearing jackets and 
colored sport shirts. More significant 
is the change in the mass reported in 
The Oklahoma City Times (April 25, 
1959) in an article titled, “Catholic 
Masses Revolutionized.” According to 
this source, “Historic changes are grad- 
ually being made in masses of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Some feel the 
changes will popularize the rituals 
among Catholics and possibly foster 
new understanding between Catholics 
and Protestants. Basically, the changes 
involve added lay participation in the 
masses, through responses, and reforms 
of the masses themselves, including 
translation from Latin to the vernacular 
language. Just how far the changes 
may go in the future is unpredictable, 
but some priests believe English masses 
will be in wide use within 5 to 10 
years.” 

Pope John XXIII has announced his 
intention to call an ecumenical council. 
Some believe this conclave will have 
as its prime objective further reforms 
to sweep and garnish Roman Cathol- 
icism that it might make a more at- 
tractive bid for leadership of a united 
Christendom. The present trend points 
toward changes in outward appearance 
while preserving the essence of her 
false system. 


A Revised Meaning of Tolerance 


No one thinks that the reunion of all 
the churches can be accomplished over- 
night. Christian opinion must be 
molded in preparation for it. I have 
in my files an editorial from the Hous- 
ton Chronicle that vividly shows how 
the spirit of the times has revised the 
meaning of the word “tolerance” in 
popular thought. Although the editorial 
was not written concerning ecumenical 
unity, the new “tolerance” to which it 
refers is quite pertinent to the subject. 

According to this article, “One of the 
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One World Church 


Tolerance pushed too far 


This is the first in a series of three 
- articles on modern trends in the 
church, by Mr. Price, who is director 
of the Oklahoma Branch of the Bible 
Lovers’ League, whose mailing ad- 
dress is Box 717, Dallas, Tex. Next 
week he will discuss “Christian 
Unity or World Conformity?” 








most abused and misunderstood words 
in the English language is the word 
‘tolerance.’ It has been misused to pro- 
mote an indifferentism to truth and 
principle which must eventually be dis- 
astrous. In some circles anyone refus- 
ing to admit that all principles and 
beliefs are equally right is called in- 
tolerant.” The modern misconception 
of tolerance has contributed much to 
the ecumenical thinking of our day. 

This is demonstrated in the present 
form of the World Council of Churches 
which “assumes that every known view 
of the nature of the Church’s unity has 
a legitimate place within it” (The 
Church in the Purpose of God, p. 3). 
The simple basis of participation is: 
“The World Council of Churches is a 
fellowship of churches which accepts 
our Lord Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour.” Anyone who accepts this 
brief creed is quite free to interpret it 
as he pleases, so that even this is not 
binding. The Catholic can _ believe 
Christ is a Saviour whose grace 
is ministered only through the church 
that offers Him in continual sacrifice. 
The Liberal can think of Him as a 
Saviour who pioneered the modern era 
of religious progress. The evangelical 








Wedding Song 


By Helen Frazee-Bower 


“O magnify the Lord with me, and let us 
exalt his name together” (Psa. 34:3). 
T IS not good for man to live alone. 
Beloved, we 
Will walk together through the years 
as one, 
And you shall be 
God’s dear reminder of the love that 
lives - 
Beyond our days: 
The love that only Christ the Saviour 
gives, 
To whom be praise; 
To whom be gratitude that two can be 
One and the same. 
Oh, come and magnify the Lord with 
me, 
Exalt His name. 
So shall our love forever more attest 
Unto His grace; 
So shall our home, through all the 
years, be blest— 
A hallowed place. 


By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


can consider Him as a Saviour who 
died once for all for lost sinners, provid- 
ing salvation through faith alone. 

In such a broad brotherhood, one 
may be able to state the Gospel, but 
he cannot stand for it. This is where 
the new “tolerance” demands a com- 
promise of basic convictions. One can- 
not deny the logic of those members of 
the Council who consider that it is 
wrong “to reflect on another member 
Church by anathema or by the making 
of proselytes.” It is unthinkable to 
unite with another church while re- 
garding its teachings as heresy and the 
majority of its clergy and members as 
legitimate subjects for evangelism. 
They are either heathen or Christian, 
but not both. Union requires recog- 
nition of false systems as if they were 
true. 


Divisions vs. Heresies 


The question then is: Are many of 
the churches today so apostate that 
Christ has had to “spue [them] . . . out 
of [His] . mouth” and, therefore, 
we should not engage in fraternal fel- 
lowship with them? The World Coun- 
cil of Churches does not seem to think 
so. In fact it is not too worried over 
tragic heresies and erroneous practices. 
Christendom’s “unhappy divisions” are 
the major concern of the WCC. 

Is the division between Protestants 
and Catholics “an offense before God 
and a violation of His purpose for the 
Church?” The WCC is based on the 
assumption that it is (Our Oneness in 
Christ and Our Disunity as Churches, 
p. 3). Luther, however, saw separation 
from apostate Rome as a sign of loyalty 
to Christ. Commenting on how false 
apostles even in Paul’s day managed 
to avoid the offense of the cross, he 
added, “If they had their way, they 
would ignore all differences in doctrine 
and preserve unity at all cost. But 
their unionistic dreams cannot be re- 
alized without loss to the pure doc- 
trine of the cross” (Commentary on 
Galatians, p. 235). 

The convictions that have kept Fun- 
damentalists aloof from the WCC are 
showing signs of changing, too. There 
is a new wave of optimism, strength- 
ened by the belief that neo-orthodoxy 
has turned the tide of Protestant lib- 
eralism. The hope is strongly emerging 
that orthodox Christians by modifying 
their own views can lead a great host 
of returning liberals to a renewal of 
Biblical faith. Of course, it is neces- 
sary to meet them half way. 

In this new climate of opinion’ the 
perils of inclusivism are ignored. We 
cannot pause here to debate the opin- 
ion that Modernism is dead. But in- 
clusivism, one of the legacies left in 
the Church by Modernism, is without 
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doubt stronger today than ever before. 
When Harry Emerson Fosdick was 
forced out of the First Presbyterian 
Church of New York City because of 
his liberal theology, he cried, “I am an 


inclusivist.” This was his word for a 
church where nearly any opinion of 
Christianity has a place. He thought 
there should be no doctrinal standards 
that ministers should have to accept 
to enter or remain in the ministry. 
Fosdick and other liberals of that era 
went so far astray from Biblical faith 
that inclusivism became quite unpopu- 
lar with evangelicals. But now the 
soft blowing south wind of neo-ortho- 
doxy has created a climate that is 


much more tempting to Fundamental- 
ists to relax their stand and set sail 
on the broad ecumenical sea where 
they think their influence might be 
greater. 

It appears, then, that the discussion 
of ecumenical unity is a lively topic 
in all the major branches of Christen- 
dom. The debate is far from settled. 
For the Bible believer the question is: 
“What saith the Scripture?” The ap- 
peal is often made to our Lord’s 
prayer in John 17:21. Did Christ pray 
for ecumenical unity? In the next two 
articles we expect to answer that ques- 
tion. 

(To be continued) 


Handicapped—but Busy for Their Master 


Two who find no excuses for self-pity or laziness 


E HAS only one arm, plus an arti- 
ficial one; he has only one eye, 
plus a glass one; he has deaf ears, plus 
hearing-aid glasses; and, besides all this, 
he has an ulcer that necessitates careful 
dieting. To top it, he is not a young 
man, but is approaching retirement age. 
If anyone could find excuses not to be 
active in the Lord’s work, it certainly 
could be Art Salness, but he is one of 
God’s busiest servants. 

First, though filling a full-time job 
five and six days a week, he is always 
present at all the church services. It 
is a rare occasion when Art Salness is 
missing. In addition to attending Sun- 
day school, morning and evening serv- 
ices, and prayer meeting, he is chairman 
of the trustee board and a member of 
the board of deacons. But he does not 
stop at that. He is as busy with the 
saw and hammer as he is in attending 
services and reading his Bible. 

Two years ago his church, the Logan 
Square Bible Church of Chicago, pur- 
chased a store building for its per- 
manent home. The congregation had 
worshiped in a rented lodge building 
for years, but with its growth and nu- 
merous youth activities, it needed a 
permanent building. Being chiefly a 
local work in a congested area in 
Chicago, nothing was available except 
a store building on Diversey Avenue. 
It seemed to be God’s answer to a 
problem, and it was purchased. 

The vacant meat market on the first 
floor was transformed into a very at- 
tractive chapel with pale green walls, 
wine-colored drapery, blonde furniture, 
and a fine electric organ. The spacious 
seven-room apartment above the store 
became ideal Sunday school rooms, with 
carpeted floors, numerous closets, and 
well-equipped kitchen. The basement, 
that looked thoroughly unusable, even- 
tually became a pleasant rendezvous for 
the many young people who attend 
the church. 

But all this could never have been 
accomplished without Mr. Salness’s 
hammer, saw, and directive ability. 
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Here are some of the things he has ac- 
complished—some of them by himself 
and some of them with the help of the 
young people and men of the church. 
An old, cracked ceiling in the basement 
was replaced with wall board and neon 
lights; a filthy storeroom was converted 
into a boys’ workshop complete with 
worktables, shelves, cabinets, and power 
tools; radiators and heating pipes were 
installed in rooms that lacked them, 
such as the enclosed porch that is now 
used for a church office, and the former 
meat-cooler that is now a classroom 
and choir room; locks were placed on 
various classrooms ‘and closet doors; 
handrails were installed along stair- 
ways; a double garage was renovated 
and made usable for youth activities 
and for use during vacation Bible 
school; all the outside woodwork was 
painted; and there are still numerous 
projects awaiting him. 

All this is done cheerfully, for Art 
Salness is delighted that he is able to 
serve the Lord in this capacity. He 
took one week of his vacation to finish 
up jobs in the church! 

Then there is Alvin Ohman, another 
handicapped Christian. Alvin has no 
use of the lower limbs of his body. 
They have been completely paralyzed 
since infancy. He is entirely depend- 
ent upon his crutches to get him any- 
where. He also has eyesight problems 
requiring the use of thickly lensed 
glasses. 

Alvin is a young man and could be 
a very bitter young man if he brooded 
on his handicaps. But, like Art Salness, 
his cheerful presence can always be 
counted on at the church services, in- 
cluding prayer meeting, which is held 
in the “upper room” on the second 
floor. This necessitates a laborious 
climb up a long flight of stairs for Al- 
vin. 

One evening I said to Alvin, as he 
struggled up the steps, “Isn’t that hard 
work for you, Alvin?” 

“Oh, no,” he readily responded with 


his broad grin. “The Lord has given 
me strong arms.” 

Alvin has had a motor scooter to take 
him to church, but it was old and it 
died a natural death. So, in inclement 
weather, Alvin needs to be picked up 
for church services. 

One day we offered him a ride home, 
which is a distance of four or five 
blocks. 

“Oh, no, thanks,” he responded, “I 
need the exercise.” 

One day the pastor, the Rev. Arthur 
Thomson, called for volunteers for 
church visitation and neighborhood can- 
vassing. Among those who responded 
was Alvin. 

“I can do house-to-house canvassing,” 
he said. And he did, putting many 
full-bodied, but lazy and complacent, 
Christians to shame! : 

Never has Alvin uttered a bitter, self- 
pitying word. He is always glad and 
thankful for many things. 

At prayer meeting one evening, he 
prayed, “Lord, I thank Thee that I 
can tie my shoelaces!” 

Alvin Ohman and Art Salness, de- 
spite their physical handicaps, will 
surely hear their Master say to them 
one day, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servants.” 


CHICAGO. 
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Another Alaska Tour 
This Summer 





O SOONER has one Christian Fel- 
lowship Tour ended than inquiries 
begin to come in asking when the next 
Alaska tour will be scheduled. THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times is glad to an- 
nounce therefore that another wonder- 
ful tour to Alaska has been arranged. 
This is the twenty-first such tour and 
it will again include some of the most 
exciting and wonderful scenic attrac- 
tions in Canada and the United States. 
Leaving Chicago on July 5, the party 
will travel to Seattle on the fine “Vista 
Dome” streamlined North Coast Limited 
train of the Northern Pacific Ry. Fora 
time the route will lie along the great 
Mississippi, the “Father of Waters.” It 
will pass through the American Rockies, 
crossing the Continental Divide east 
of Butte, Mont. After arriving in Seat- 
tle, there will be time for sightseeing in 
that fine, thriving city and then a day 
and a night will be spent on Mt. Rainier, 
stopping at the delightful Paradise Inn. 
The party will return to Seattle for 
overnight again at the city’s finest hotel, 
the Olympic. 

Two days and two nights will be 
spent in beautiful Victoria, B. C., with 
accommodations at the regal Empress 
Hotel. Fine sightseeing tours have 
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been arranged, including the world 
famous Butchard’s Gardens. Many at- 
tractive shops are in Victoria, from 
which exquisite English china, fine 
British woolens, and leather goods may 
be had. Any purchases not over a to- 
tal of $200 may be brought into the 
United States free of duty. 

The Canadian Pacific’s S.S. Princess 
Louise will be boarded at Vancouver, 
B. C., for an eight-day cruise along the 
quiet Inland Waterway to Skagway, 
Alaska, stopping at interesting towns 
along the way. Beautiful mountain 
scenery along this unusual route will 
leave unforgettable memories to be en- 
joyed in reflection over and over again. 
From Skagway, a narrow-gauge rail- 
road will take the party northward 


into British Columbia and Yukon Ter- 
ritory to Carcross. 

On the return trip, by way of the 
Canadian Pacific Ry., Lake Louise and 
Emerald Lake will be visited, with 
lunch and dinner at the _ splendid 
Chateau Lake Louise and two days and 
two nights at the imposing Banff 
Springs Hotel. 

The tour will return to Chicago on 
July 25. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a di- 
rector of the Times, accompanied by 
Mrs. Jaeger, will be with the party 
throughout, and a card addressed to 
him in care of the Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North i3th Street, Phila- 
delphia 5, will bring to you a colorful 
illustrated folder giving costs and all 
other details of the trip. 


Conducting a Sunday School 


Singlehandedly 


What one teacher did to meet an emergency 


AVE you ever tackled the job of 

conducting a Sunday school single- 
handedly? By that I mean superin- 
tending, leading the song service, and 
teaching all ages, from two years and 
under, to eighty-five years and over, 
with an attendance of twenty-five to 
thirty-five. 

And this is not just on review Sun- 
day, when an open session is called for 
and all the department heads and class 
teachers are present to take care of 
their own groups and responsibilities. 

“No one should have to do that alone 
more than one Sunday,” I hear some 
one say. “Surely any Sunday school 
will produce some of its own teachers 
and helpers.” 

Yes, this little Sunday school in the 
country has produced several workers, 
but they have been called to other 
areas to work, or to enter Bible school 
or college, and the big little Sunday 
school is left again with the same lone 
worker. 

I would have become utterly dis- 
couraged long ago and given up, had 
it not been for the children themselves, 
who have coaxed me to continue. They 
have been so co-operative, so interested. 
And God is with us! Lives are being 
changed and young hearts captured for 
Jesus Christ. 

I would like to tell you how the Lord 
led me to carry through last Sunday. 
The lesson was on “Asking Amiss” and, 
as usual, I used THE SuNDAY SCHOOL 
TIMEs as my study material. 

I always have better attention when 
I prepare considerably more teaching 
material than I can use. And I am 
never disturbed if I have to throw 
all my prepared materials overboard 
and use something the Spirit of God 
prompts and supplies “on the spot.” 


However, I try not to presume on this, 
but to prepare as thoroughly as pos- 
sible. 
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I have noticed, too, that the children 
are more attentive and co-operative if 
I come to the class sensing, myself, the 
presence of God. Prayer preparation 
is a must in order to maintain disci- 
pline in a one-man Sunday school. 

Sometimes, if the children for any 
reason are unusually restless, I discard 
all prepared plans and teach the lesson 
almost entirely by songs, choosing cho- 
ruses and hymns that bear upon the 
lesson, and asking questions as we pro- 
ceed. Motion songs for the little ones 
are a real help here, too. 

Two things always amaze me. The 
way the parents continue to attend 
regularly, with no class divisions and 
no adult teacher, and the way the tiny 
tots participate, respond, and remem- 
ber. 

In last Sunday’s Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times I found in the Illustration Round 
Table, an interesting story about Amy 
Carmichael as a child. I decided to use 
it as one of a number of stories to tell 
my children. 

But as I stood before that large group, 
I realized that somehow I had to get 
across the true meaning of prayer and 
its answer. And just then I saw how 
I could enlarge upon this experience 
of the little girl, Amy, so that my en- 
tire Sunday school would get the les- 
son. 

“A long time ago,” I began, “a little 
girl with big brown eyes .. . Say, what 
little girl here. has big brown eyes?” 

“Wendy has!” several children called 
out, excitedly. 

“All right, sweetheart, you just come 
up with me so they can all see what 
pretty eyes my story-girl had.” 

Sweet little Wendy responded by 
stealing quietly forward to where I 
stood. As I looked into her face I 
talked to them of Amy Carmichael, 
who had just such lovely brown eyes, 
but did not like them. 








“She wanted blue eyes, like her 
mother had—pretty blue eyes. So she 
decided one night she would pray for 
blue eyes. Who has blue eyes? 

“Oh, yes, here comes blue-eyed Judy. 
And she will stand here with Wendy 
while we hear about Amy’s brown eyes 
and see if they changed to blue. She 
was just three years old when she 
prayed for blue eyes. Who here is just 
three years old? -Anyone? 

“Oh, yes, here comes Jimmy. He’s 
just three. And he will stand here 
beside brown-eyed Wendy and blue- 
eyed Judy so we will all see how big 
Amy was when she prayed for blue 
eyes instead of her soft brown ones.” 

While I was talking thus, I was 
thrilled to notice how the parents 
beamed with interest and sat forward 
in their seats as they watched to see 
how I was going to use their precious 
little children as an object lesson. 

As I told of Amy standing on a chair 
next morning to look into the mirror 
in hope that her brown eyes had turned 
blue, I stood three-year-old Jimmy on 
a chair to reach an imagined mirror 
(the flannelboard). 

Then when I told them of the great 
work that Amy Carmichael did in later 
life among the brown-eyed mothers and 
children of India, both old and young 
in my Sunday school were satisfied 
that sometimes God’s wise answer to 
our prayers is “No!” and that He has 
a reason. 

If you love God supremely, love chil- 
dren intensely, and sense something of 
the immensity of your opportunity and 
challenge, God can help you to handle 
a new Sunday school singlehandedly, 
if you must. 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





The Great Texts of the Bible. Vol. 1 
—Genesis through Numbers; and Vol. 


10—Luke. Edited by James Hastings. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand 
Rapids 3, Mich., each $4.) A _ fresh 


edition of “the aristocrat of pulpit 
preaching aids” is represented by the 
two volumes at hand. The complete 
set includes twenty volumes plus a 
separate index volume. There are 518 
chapters in all, presenting thousands of 
outlines, expositions, illustrations, and 
anecdotes. The books of Genesis 
through Numbers are covered in Vol- 
ume 1, and the Gospel of Luke is 


(Continued on page 454) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





BEARING GOOD FRUITS 
Matthew 7:15-23; 25:31-46; Luke 13:6-9; Genesis 1:1-11; printed text, Matthew 


7:15-23; Luke 13:6-9 


Golden Text.—Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Matt. 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in 
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves. 
16 Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather 
grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? 
17 Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but 
a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 


18 A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can 


a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

19 Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn 
down, and cast into the fire. 

20 Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 

21 Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 
of my Father which is in heaven. 

22 Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name? and in they name have cast 


itself, except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide in me. 


—John 15:4 


out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? 
23 And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: 
depart from me, ye that work iniquity. 


Luke 13:6 He spake also this parable; A certain man had a 
fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came and sought 
fruit thereon, and found none. i 

7 Then said he unto the dresser of his vineyard, Behold, 
these three years I come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and 
find none: cut it down; why cumbereth it the ground? 

8 And he answering said unto him, Lord, let it alone this 
year also, till I shall dig about it, and dung it: 

9 And if it bear fruit, well: and if not, then after that thou 
shalt cut it down. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian ‘Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

UR Lord’s use of picturesque illus- 
O trations was very effective. That 

it exerted a strong influence on 
His followers is seen for example in the 
writings of James, who presided over 
the early Jerusalem church (e.g., Jas. 
3:12). Christ chose simple, everyday 
items with which His listeners were fa- 
miliar and applied them as object les- 
sons to illumine spiritual truth. 

His enemies the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees were clever and _ persuasive. 
They sought to undermine His testi- 
mony. Their honeyed words and 
shrewd arguments were often motivated 
by self-interest and opposition to the 
message of salvation. 

In order to alert His audience to the 
devices of these men, as well as to issue 


a man’s message. 
Verse 17.—“ 


to be. 


Verse 16—“Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles?” Verses 16- 
20 dwell on one basic theme: a corre- 
spondence, a logical outgrowth, a natural 
between a_= shrub, 
its product. Our 


parallelism exists 

plant, or tree and 
Lord applies this invariable law of nat- 
ural logic to the life and testimony of 
teachers. The fruit of personal char- 
acter and spiritual effectiveness is both 
the result and the test of the validity of 


bringeth forth good fruit ...a corrupt 
tree bringeth forth evil fruit.” Like 
produces like. A good teacher speaks 
that which is good, true, wholesome, 
and reliable. An evil teacher cannot be 
trusted, no matter how luscious and at- 
tractive the “fruit” he advertises seems 


Verse 18.—“‘A good tree cannot bring 


by natural examples. In verse 20 our 
Lord urges His followers to detect the 
true nature of false teachers by an 
awareness of their doctrinal and ethical 
errors. 

Verse 21.—“Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven; but he that 
doeth the will of my Father ~ 
Christ calmly relates His own person to 
the destiny of men. And why not? He 
is God. He is not teaching that man 
enters the Kingdom by good works. He 
is exposing the fallacy that lip-homage 
is a substitute for genuine obedience. 
To do the will of God is a condition of 
salvation, for that will demands faith in 
Christ (cf. 1 John 3:22, 23). 

Verse 22.—“Many will say to me in 
that day, Lord, Lord, have we not 
prophesied in thy name .. . cast out 
devils .. . done many wonderful 
works?” This is Christ the teacher 


every good tree 


a challenge to genuine, whole-souled, 
sincere righteousness, Christ spoke of a 
tree and its fruit. The fundamental 
point of His argument was that like 
begets like. Nature does not lie. At 
creation fruit trees were intended to pro- 
duce after their kind (cf. Gen. 1:11). 
Apply this natural law to the spiritual 
realm. The fruit of a man’s life and 
conduct depends upon the root of his in- 
ward being. 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 7:15.—“Beware of false 
prophets, which come to you in sheep’s 
clothing ... inwardly they are ravening 
wolves.” A prophet is a spokesman for 
another. His function was to declare or 
to predict. The Pharisees and Saddu- 
cees may have appeared mild and docile 
in ‘proclaiming false doctrine. But at 
heart they were robber-wolves, making 
prey of their followers (cf. Acts 20:29; 
2 Cor. 11: 13-15). 
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forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt 
tree bring forth good fruit.” Here the 
logical impossibility, the inherent horti- 
cultural contradiction is stressed. Good 
must produce good, and evil must pro- 
duce evil. The spiritual parallel also is 
precise and unvarying. 

Verse 19—“Every tree that bringeth 
not forth good fruit is hewn down... 
cast into the fire.” The destiny of evil 
trees and men is here depicted. Why 
should a barren or valueless tree cum- 
ber the ground? By the same token a 
man who by the evil fruits of his char- 
acter or message is proved to be wicked 
and undeserving, merits and will ex- 
perience separation from God in “the 
lake of fire” (Rev. 20:15). 


Verse 20.—“Wherefore by their fruits 
ye shall know them.” This verse is 
linked with the words of caution ex- 
pressed in verse 15. The intervening 
verses give general principles illustrated 


speaking. But it is also Christ the com- 
ing judge, the arbiter of human destiny, 
the divine one worthy to be called 
Lord. “That day” probably refers to 
the judgment of unbelievers (Rev. 20: 
11-15). No eloquent messages, no mi- 
raculous powers, no exorcisms will be a 
substitute in that dread day for the 
goodness that results from faith. 


Verse 23.—“. . . then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you: depart 
from me, ye that work iniquity.” Their 
empty “profession” will be matched by 
our Lord’s fateful profession: in spite of 
their pompous claims and paraded re- 
ligiosity they never belonged to Him. 
Evil workers, their hearts far from God, 
they would be consigned to eternal sep- 
aration from the Lord whose name they 
had blasphemously used. 

Luke 13:6—“He spake .. . this par- 
able; A... man had a fig tree planted 
in his vineyard ...he... sought fruit 
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thereon, and found none.” Vines and 
fig trees often grew near each other in 
Palestine (cf. 2 Kings 18:31). A parable 
is a natural illustration of spiritual 
truth. When a fig tree is planted, it is 
expected to produce fruit. Similarly, if 
a man is established in faith, he should 
bring forth graces of character and life. 


Verse 7—“Then said he unto the 
dresser . . . these three years I come 
seeking fruit ... and find none: cut it 
down; why cumbereth it the ground?” 
The “dresser” means the “vinedresser” 
who cared for the fruit. To “cumber” 
means more than to render profitless by 
occupying an area otherwise usable; it 
includes the idea of marring, or spoiling. 
“Three years”: note the patience of God 
and the repeated opportunities granted 
the fruitless sinner to repent and bring 
forth worthy fruit (cf. Matt. 3:8). 


Verse 8.—“And he... said... Lord, 
let it alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it.” The Father was 
displeased by the fruitlessness, the bar- 
ren wickedness of the Hebrew religious 
leaders. Yet they still had a chance to 
repent. Our Lord’s presence and words 
of life had “fertilizing,” transforming 
power. His enemies were to realize this 
and heed His admonitions. 


Verse 9.—“. . . if it bear fruit, well 
. if not... after that thou shalt cut 
it down.” If the cultivating and ferti- 


lizing is effective, if the false teachers 
reverse their trend and come to God, 
the verdict will be blessing. But if 
they persist in their stubborn, Christ- 
rejecting ways, their doom is forever 
and ingloriously sealed. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

First, the Lord Jesus warns against 
fruitless, deceptive professors of reli- 
gion whose outward appearance and 
manner belie their true spiritual con- 


dition. “Beware,” He says, of “wolves” 
who pose as “sheep.” Wolves may be 
dangerous. But they are more so when 
disguised! 


Second, He gives a simple test by 
which a man’s words and outward deeds 
may be investigated. “By their fruits ye 
shall know them” (Matt. 7:20). Like 
produces like. As it is absurd to expect 
thorns to produce grapes, so it is un- 
wise to look for God-honoring conduct 
on the part of wicked men. The pres- 
ence of thorns reveals the identity of 
its bush. The presence of grapes guar- 
antees the identity of its vine. The 
presence of God-pleasing deeds indi- 
cates a heart well-pleasing to God. The 
graces of character and deeds of love 
and mercy that God approves stem from 
transformed lives. 

Third, He points out the dreadful 
destiny that awaits hypocrites. The 
penalty of fruitlessness is that the tree 
is “hewn down, and cast into the fire” 
(Matt. 7:19; cf. Luke 13:9). Mere pro- 
fession will not exonerate a guilty soul. 
The lake of fire awaits unbelievers, no 
matter how exalted their reputation. 

Fourth, He reveals the expectation 
and patience of God. He looks for fruit 
(Luke 13:6, 7) but delays His visitation 
of judgment until the wicked have had 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
11. June 12.—The Two Ways (Tem- 
perance). Matthew 7:13, 14; 
Luke 15:11-32 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. June 26.—The Firm Foundation. 
Matthew 7:24-29; 21:28-32 








ample opportunity to put their faith in 
Christ and through the Spirit, to reform 
their ways. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The logic of natural creation (Gen. 
1: 1-11) 

2. The test of spiritual 
(Matt. 7: 15-23) 

3. The divine expectation and verdict 
(Luke 13: 6-9) 

4. Rewards and penalties (Matt. 25:31- 
46) 


Topics for Development 

Fruit and Root. First the root, then 
the fruit. No man is saved because he 
seems to be producing pleasant fruit. 
Get the sequence clearly in mind. The 
root of faith in Christ is basic. Without 
it no “fruit” is of any permanent conse- 
quence whatever. But if the root is 
there it will beget its “kind.” The Holy 
Spirit, resident in the heart, will be re- 
sponsible for the fruit (cf. Gal. 5:22, 
23). By the same token, if no fruit ap- 
pears in one’s life, a grave question may 
be raised as to the presence of the root 
of faith in his heart. 


Practical Applications 


Any fruit today in your life? Have 
you witnessed for the Lord or shared a 


genuineness 


brother’s burden? Perhaps a little 
pruning may be needed. (Study John 
15:2.) 


The abiding life is the productive life 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


HAT creative principle relating 
to productivity applies in the spir- 
itual realm? 

2. How are ravening wolves some- 
times disguised? 

3. Where else in the New Testament 
are vines and figs used to illustrate con- 
duct? 

4. What is the proper destiny of fruit- 
less trees? 

5. Why will the Lord reject even some 
people who prophesy in His name? 

6. What agricultural device was sug- 
gested for adoption before the barren 
fig tree should be cut down? 

7. Name two attributes of God sug- 
gested in the parable of the barren fig 
tree. 

8. What sort of fruit does God expect 
of believers? 

9. Name one important secret of ef- 
fective fruit-bearing. 

10. What statement in Genesis refutes 
the evolutionary hypothesis that a 
species changes into a species of a dif- 
ferent creative order? 


(Answers on page 448) 
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(cf. John 15:3). Let nothing mar your 
fellowship with Christ. Allow no un- 
confessed sin to block the free flow of 
His life out into the remotest tendrils of 
your branch. 

One of the dangers of some forms of 
biological evolution is that they deny 
the fundamental law that like begets 
like. Do not be deceived biologically. 
“After his kind” is the Scriptural order. 
Do not be deceived spiritually either. 
Only when a man is born again will he 
produce works that please God. And ifa 
professing Christian is not productive, 
it would be wise for him to examine 
himself anew. 


Golden Text 

John 15:4—“Abide in me, and I in 
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of 
itself, except it abide in the vine; no 
more can ye, except ye abide in me.” 
To abide in Christ means(1) to tolerate 
no separating evil in the soul; (2) to be 
positively occupied with Him and His 
purposes. Apart from such close, inti- 
mate, holy, sustained fellowship, lasting 
fruit that receives divine approval will 
simply not appear. 

MeEpIA, Pa. 











From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HyMNS 


“When Morning Gilds the Skies” 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul” 
“Just As I Am, Thine Own To Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Blessed 
Lord, we need the wise words Thou hast 
spoken to guide us into truth and right. 
We thank Thee that we have them in 
the Bible. Give us understanding in 
them and help us to obey them. May 
the good fruits of a life cleansed and 
controlled by Christ grow in us. Bless 
the sick and all troubled folk with help 
that suits their need. Move us to bear 
one another’s burdens. May we never 
turn aside from needy ones with neither 
care nor prayer for them. Dispose and 
guide world rulers into ways that are 
just, wise, and good. Turn the hearts 
of the sinful to repent and bring the 
good influences of the Gospel to all men 
everywhere, for the sake and glory of 
Thine own name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you ever hear 
of the little girl who prayed, “Please 
God, make all the bad people good and 
the good people nice?” That is what 
happens when we obey the Golden 
Text and abide in Christ—the branch 
stays in union with the vine. Our lives 
will bear the fruit of Christlike: living 
if Christ is our life and we abide in 
Him. In our Matthew passage Jesus 
warns against false prophets, saying we 
can know them by their fruits. “Do 
men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of 
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thistles?” It is the fruit of the life over 
the years that shows what people are, 
and the fruit depends on the kind of 
life in us, self-life or Christ-life. Thorn- 
life produces thorns. It takes grape-life 
to produce grapes. If we would be 
heavenly in life and character, we must 
be born from above by letting the Sav- 
iour cleanse and control us. 

In First John two important fruits of 
having Christ in our hearts are men- 
tioned—two things that show a person 





AN OUTFLOW OF 


SELF OR 
CHRIST? 











is born again. The first is this: “Every 
one that doeth righteousness is born of 
him” (1 John 2:29). The little girl 
prayed for bad people to be made 
good, and when such folk turn to Christ 
they begin to do right rather than 
wrong, and this shows them to be born 
of God. In things small and great those 
who are born again are doers of right. 
It is a fruit of the Christ-life within. 
Another fruit of a Christ-controlled life 
is love. “Every one that loveth is born 
of God” (1 John 4:7). This is what 
makes good people nice. Some people 
who are strict about truth and honesty 
may be cranky and not very lovable— 
good people, but not nice. But Christ 
not only makes people doers of right, 
but nice, loving, kind people. An up- 
right life and a kind and loving spirit 
are fruits the Saviour will produce in 
us if we yield to His control. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Beware of false prophets . .. in 
sheep’s clothing .. .” (Matt. 7:15) —This 
recalls an incident of World War II. 
Three black sheep—far too well-fed- 
looking to be part of the half-starved 
flock with which they were grazing— 
caught the eye of Moroccan troops, who 
investigated and found them to be Nazis 
encased in sheepskins who had crawled 
on all fours into no man’s land to cut 
Allied communications. 

These Nazis had tried to imitate other 
members of the flock, but their walk 
was at best a waddle and their “baa” 
had a distinct guttural tone. 

The Moroccans stalked the strange 
animals from rock to rock crawling on 
all fours themselves to avoid detection. 

Finally, the Moroccans charged the 
bogus. black sheep. The “sheep” 


promptly stood up on two feet, cast 
off their camouflage, and revealed them- 
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selves as fully uniformed Nazi soldiers. 
They were taken prisoners. 

The Nazis’ sheepskins, complete to 
the head, were found to have ties that 
fitted around the Nazis’ necks, wrists, 
and waists, so that the skins could be 
removed for fast action and rolled up 
in a bundle. 

They had chosen black skins because 
they made less outline against the dark 
gray mountain landscape than white 
skins. 

What these disguised Nazis attempted 
to do to the Allies, false prophets, false 
teachers (2 Pet. 2:1), false apostles (2 
Cor. 11:13), and false brethren (Gal. 
2:4) endeavor to accomplish in the 
flock of God. 

At the risk of being considered un- 
charitable, we must heed the Lord’s 
warning; for these false characters will 
resort to many false means to accom- 
plish their evil purpose. Let us do as 
David, who said, “Concerning the works 
of men, by the word of thy lips I have 
kept me from the paths of the de- 
stroyer” (Psa. 17:4). 


“Even so every good tree bringeth 
forth good fruit...” (Matt. 7:17).—To 
Christians have been given “exceeding 
great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the di- 
vine nature, having escaped the cor- 
ruption that is in the world through 
lust” (2 Pet. 1:4). 

This divine nature is certainly a good 
tree; it bears nothing but good fruit. 
It is impossible for this nature to bring 
forth evil fruit. Believers are exhorted 
to be “followers (or imitators) of God 
as dear children.” We are to “walk in 
love, as Christ also hath loved us, and 
hath given himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmell- 
ing savour” (Eph. 5:1, 2). 

The Apostle Paul said: “Christ liveth 
in me” (Gal. 2:20); and “For to me to 
live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). When 
Christ lives His life through us—using 
our eyes, ears, lips, hands, and feet— 
nothing but good results therefrom. 

Three men were very close compan- 
ions. Two became converted, but the 
third one said, “I will wait and see 
just what this means in their lives.” 
He waited five years and observed the 
great change in their home lives, their 
work, and their pleasures. Then he 
was ready: to follow their example in 
acknowledging Jesus Christ as Lord, 
because said he, “What they have is 
real, and I want the Lord Jesus to do 
for me what He has done for them.” 


“Wherefore by their fruits ye shall 
know them” (Matt. 7:20).—The one sure 
test of false prophets is the character 
of the fruit that their teaching and 
their lives produces. The Pharisees 
were a large and powerful religious 
group in those days. Saul of Tarsus 
was a most devoted follower of the 
group. What type of fruit did their 
teaching produce in him? It made him 
“a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and 
injurious” (1 Tim. 1:13). It made him 
“the chief” of sinners. 

What a fruitful branch in the vine 
he became when he was apprehended 








by the Lord! When reading about 
“fruit,” we must not limit it to soul- 
winning, as some do. We are to be 
“fruitful in every good work” (Col. 1: 
10). There is no excuse for barren- 
ness, when we are told that “the fruit 
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long- 
suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance.” Even the 
money and substance that we use in the 
Lord’s work and give to His servants 
are called “fruit” (Rom. 15: 26-28; Phil. 
4:17). 

“Not every one that saith . . . Lord, 
Lord, shall enter . . .” (Matt. 7:21).— 
When our Lord returns to establish His 
Kingdom, the glorified Church shall 
be with Him, and shall be associated 
with Him in the judgment of nations 
(Col. 3:4; 1 Cor. 6:2). 

The will of the Father for the people 
living in the tribulation period is con- 
tained in the Gospel of the Kingdom 
(Matt. 24:14) and in the everlasting 
Gospel (Rev. 14:6, 7). 

But the text also has its application 
today. (See Jas. 1:22; 1 John 2:4; Eph. 
5:6.) Talk is the cheapest commodity 
in the market today. It is reality that 
counts with the Lord! 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today’s lesson text is 

devoted to trees that bear fruit— 
some good and some bad fruit. The 
verdict of Matthew 7:19 is, “Every tree 
that bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down and cast into the fire.” 
The Bible record has many trees in it, 
and most of them connected with im- 
portant incidents. To one who loves 
nature a free is both beautiful and 
interesting. Joyce Kilmer expresses this 
in his poetic masterpiece, “Trees.” 

There are 362 mentions of trees in 
the Bible; first, in creation, the sec- 
ond chapter of Genesis tells of the 
“tree of knowledge of good and evil” 
that figured in the tragic sin of our 
first parents, affecting all following gen- 
erations up to now. And in the last 
chapter of the Bible, Revelation 22:2, 
“The tree of life .. .” whose “leaves... 
were for the healing of the nations.” 
Then, near the middle of the Book, the 
tree on which our Saviour was cru- 
cified, “Who his own self bare our sins 
in his own body on the tree...” (1 
Pet. 2:24). 

Between these three principal trees 
of the Bible are distributed in the rec- 
ord many kinds of trees, not so im- 
portant but each connected with an 
interesting incident. There was the oak 
in Ophrah where Gideon received his 
commission. And later, with only three 
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hundred men, he put to flight the ma- 
rauding Midianites and Amalekites, who 
were “like grasshoppers for multitude”; 
the palm tree that towered over the 
home of Deborah, the only woman 
judge, who challenged Barak to fight 
Sisera and his vast armies, including 
“nine hundred chariots of iron,” putting 
them to rout; the tree at Jabesh, under 
which were buried the burned bones 
of Saul and his three sons, (including 
Jonathan); and the tree upon which 
Bigthan and Teresh were hanged when 
Mordecai discovered their plot to as- 
sassinate the king and reported it to 
the king through Queen Esther. 

There was that wonderful tree of the 
First Psalm, “planted by the rivers of 
water, that bringeth forth his fruit in 
his season”; the fir tree: in Isaiah 55 
that shall come up “instead of the 
thorn”; that hapless fig tree that had 
nothing but leaves when the Lord was 
hungry and looked for fruit; the syca- 
more tree that Zacchaeus climbed to 
get a glimpse of the Lord, resulting in 
his salvation; and the fig tree under 
which Nathanael stood when the Lord 
discovered him. Oh, there were many, 
many other trees, but space here is 
limited, so we will have to skip them. 
Suppose you look them up; it will be 
a profitable study. 

Now let us close with a human il- 
lustration. I was personally acquainted 
with a magnificent man. If he had 
been a tree, it would have been a giant 
oak. An active Christian, leading of- 
ficer in the church, this man taught a 
men’s Bible class in Sunday school and 
was very popular both personally and 
as a teacher. His reputation as a Chris- 
tian statesman extended throughout the 
South; he was much in demand as a 
speaker at conferences; and he was a 
successful lawyer. 

In some way he came into possession 
of a large traet of land just outside the 
city and conceived the idea of develop- 
ing it into an elite, suburban commu- 
nity. The plan seemed to be a success 
from the start, but it absorbed time 
from his law practice, and from his 
church work. It proved to be a much 
larger undertaking than he expected. 
He began engaging substitute teachers 
for his men’s class; later, he cut out 
the church services. He was burning 
midnight oil and was just too tired to 
leave his bedroom on Sundays. Build- 
ing lots were surveyed, residences were 
being built, streets laid out, and side- 
walks paved. Power lines, water mains, 
and a sewage system had to be con- 
structed. A large corps of workers 
was employed. 

It required a great deal of money 
and the bank trusted him for a large 
loan. He installed a lake near the 
center and built himself a beautiful 
home. The financial panic of 1931 came 
along, and he had to insure his life for 
one million dollars in favor of the 
bank. Then came bankruptcy and he 
lost everything but his home. He 
dropped out of sight from the public 
and even close friends and became a 
self-imposed prisoner in his own home. 
He locked the gates and only the doc- 
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tor and service men were admitted. 
For two years he remained a recluse— 
then died. ; 

The tree that was so capable had 
ceased to bear fruit and it was cut 
down. “And Jesus said ... No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back, is fit for the kingdom of 
God” (Luke 9:62). Paul wrote the 
Corinthians “. lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, 
I myself should be a castaway” (1 Cor. 
9:27). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn the last verse on 

the card, “God the Son.” Question, 
“Does the Lord Jesus ever change?” 
Answer, “Jesus Christ the same yester- 
day, and to day, and for ever” (Heb. 
13:8). 

We have been studying the teachings 
of Jesus this quarter. When we realize 
that He is the same yesterday and to- 
day and forever, we understand that 
what He said when He was here on 
earth is just as vital as if He said it 
now. In fact, He is saying it now, in 
the pages of Holy Scripture. 

In the sight of God there are only 
two classes of people: those who are 
His, and those who are not. But if I 
should say to you, “Make a list of every- 
one you know, putting the names of 
the saved on this paper, and the names 
of the unsaved on that paper,” could 
you do it? (No. You can’t tell about 
lots of people, whether they are saved, 
or whether they aren’t.) That is sadly 
true. Are there any people you would 
be sure about? (Yes.) What makes 
you sure certain ones are saved? (They 
say so and they act like it.) Good. 
Now you do not need to answer the 
next question aloud: “If someone who 
knows you were making a list of those 
that he was sure were saved, would 
he include your name?” 

Today’s lesson.is about the difference 
between those who really are Chris- 
tians, and those who only pretend to 
be. First we will read Matthew 7:15, 
16. Here the followers of Christ are 
warned against people who seem like 
the Lord’s sheep, but who really be- 
long to Satan. We are to recognize 
that these people are false, by their 
fruits. Turn to Galatians 5:22, 23, to 
see what is meant by “good fruit.” I 
once worked with a woman who wore 
sheep’s clothing. She belonged to a 
false cult, but she acted like the sweet- 
est kind of Christian. One day, when 
I spoke of Christ’s death for our sins, 
she became very angry and hotly 
denied that she or anyone else had ever 
sinned. As I listened to her angry out- 








burst, I suddenly realized that, in spite 
of the sweet manners that she usually 
showed, she did not have love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, good- 
ness, faith, meekness, or self-control. 
Another person in the same building 
who had seemed to be impressed with 
this woman’s usual serenity, came to 
me later to learn the secret of true 
happiness. 

Now we will go on and read Matthew 
7:17-23. Here again the Lord speaks of 
only two kinds of people, those rep- 
resented by a good tree and those 
represented by a corrupt one. Some 
of us do not know enough about trees 
to identify them all by their leaves, 
but we can identify them by their 
fruit. Some of those who pretend to 
be saved, appear to be real, but if 
they have no love for the Lord, no 
joy in Him, no peace in the knowledge 
of sins forgiven, then they are not 
bearing fruit. Some of the false pro- 
fessors deceive themselves as well as 
other people. Notice what they will 
say to the Lord when they stand be- 
fore Him. “In thy name” we have 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well 
help determine the future of school materials present the 
your students. When you teach 
God’s Word, every minute 
counts. Make sure you select 
Union lessons for all depart- 
ments of your Sunday school, materials today to Dept. S60 


precious moments 
y with PRECIOUS 


LIVES... 


make them count with ASSU lessons 





from beginners through adults. 
ASSU Bible-centered Sunday 


WHOLE truth of the Bible. The 
Gospel is emphasized through- 
out and Christ is made pre- 
eminent. Send for free sample 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Suppliers of religious material to Sunday Schools for over a century. 








These tracts contain nothing but Scrip- 
ture and are very effective when crushed 
and dropped on the street. They look like 
money, and people will pick them up almost 
as fast as you throw them away. Only Eter- 
nity will tell the results as you faithfully sow 
the seed of God. Send for yours today. $1.00 
per 100. 

At Leading Book Stores . . or 


THE BIBLE CRUSADERS 
P.O. Box 777, Dept. T-3 Seattle 11, Wash. 





Money Thrown Away, That Reaps a Harvest 


Gospel Money Tract... 























“done many wonderful works.” They 
must have done things that they thought 
were good. But the Lord will say, “I 
never knew you: depart from me, ye 
that work iniquity.” 

The saved, fepresented by the good 
tree, do God’s will; and bring forth the 
fruit of which we just read in Galatians 
5: 22, 23. 

Turn next to Luke 13:6-9. This tree 
represents the people about whose sal- 
vation we cannot tell. There is no 
fruit visible yet. But if these people 
are truly the Lord’s, there will be, at 
least, some fruit. This tree had borne 
no fruit for three years. Now its roots 
were to be disturbed, and it was to be 
given plant food. After that, if it did 
not bear fruit, it was to be cut down. 
Sometimes the Lord has to disturb us 
that we may bear fruit. 

Christians who are not bearing fruit 
for God are a hindrance to others. I 
have talked to people about their souls, 
and have gotten an answer of this 
sort, “Well, I don’t profess to be a 
Christian, but my sister does, and she’s 
no better than I am. She’s no happier 
either.” Here is a non-Christian stum- 
bling over a professing Christian who 
is not bearing fruit. 

A blind man carried a lantern when- 
ever he went out at night. A neighbor 
said to him, “Are you totally blind?” 
“Yes, I am,” he replied. “Then what 
is the use of your carrying a light?” 
asked the neighbor. The blind man 
answered quickly, “So no one will 
stumble over me.” 

Are we bearing fruit that others can 
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see? Are weicarrying a light, or will 
others stumble over us? 
FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 445) 


1. Created life produces “after his 
kind” (Gen. 1:11). 

2. In sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7:15). 

3. James 3:12. 

4. To be cut down and burned (Matt. 
7:19). 

5. Because they are really workers of 
iniquity (Matt. 7:23). 

6. A ditch was to be dug around it 
and it was to be fertilized (Luke 13:8). 

7. His justice (Luke 13:7) and pa- 
tience (vv. 8, 9). 

8. The “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 5: 
22, 23)—a transformed character—which 
issues in unselfish attitudes and deeds. 

9. Abiding in Christ (John 15:4). 

10. Fruit is produced “after his kind” 
(Gen. 1:11; cf. vv. 24, 25). 

Mept1A, Pa. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1960 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


No Fruit Apart From the Vine.— 
Abide in me, and I in you. As the 
branch cannot bear fruit of itself, ex- 
cept it abide in the vine; no more can 
ye, except ye abide in me (John 15:4, 
Golden Text). Obviously there can be 
no fruit if the branch is not attached to 
the vine. It must draw all its nourish- 
ment, its life-giving stream, its fruit- 
producing elements from the vine. 
Grapes simply do not grow on branches 
hung in mid-air. The branch must 
“abide” in the vine. Christians have 
such a sad time when they take off 
on their own. They get into theology 
to depths over their heads, they gat 
into methods and organizations so com- 
plex that you can hardly find Christ 
at all. They think that big attendances 
make great success, but nobody sees 
Christ in the people. When will the 
churches and Christian organizations 
learn that “without me ye can do noth- 
ing” and that success is not how well 
plans work, but what Christ does in 
the heart—From Evangelical Commen- 
tary. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hills- 
boro, Kans. 


Who Runs the Engine?—Beware of 
false prophets (Matt. 7:15). A Russian 
university in Leningrad is opened to 
“teach atheism.” Three hundred stu- 
dents, forty-seven of them women, will 
prepare themselves for “active propa- 
ganda of militant atheism.” It sug- 
gests a colony of ants on a railroad 
right-of-way organizing a university to 
prove that there is no such thing as 
an engineer.—From Inter-State Baptist 
Believer. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Why the Sea Is Dead.—Ye shall know 
them by their fruits (Matt. 7:16). We 
are all familiar with the unusual make- 
up of what is known as the Holy Land. 
Perhaps you didn’t know, however, that 
the Dead Sea, which plays such an 
important role in the Scriptures, re- 
ceived its name because it has no out- 
let of the waters it receives. This is 
forcibly an analogy to our lives and 
well put in rhyme by an unknown 
author: 


I looked upon a sea, and lo, ’twas dead, 
Although by Hermon’s snows and Jordan fed. 


How came a fate so dire? The tale’s soon told— 


All that it got, it kept and fast did hold. 
All tributary streams, found here their grave, 
Because that sea received and never gave. 
O sea that’s dead, teach me to know and feel 
That selfish grasp and greed my doom will seal. 
And help me, Lord, my best, myself to give 
That I may others bless—and like Thee live. 


—From an Occidental U. P. Church 
bulletin. Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glen- 
dale, Calif. 
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Tears Bore Good Fruit.—A good tree 
cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither 
can a corrupt tree bring forth good 
fruit (Matt, 7:18). Gran was a drunk- 
ard—a hopeless, helpless drunkard. Sin 
held her firmly and Satan mocked all 
her resolves to “make good.” The 
police dragged her into court times with- 
out number, but paying fines did not 
help her to sobriety. The faithful city 
missionary pleaded for her salvation— 
many, many times. One day he went 
to her miserable home and, kneeling 
beside her, he cried unto the Lord. 
Gran afterward said to us: “I saw the 
tears rolling down his face and that 
touched my heart. And when he 
opened the Book and read: ‘The blood 
of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth us 
from all sin,’ I yielded my life and 
my sin left me.” She lived a gloriously 
surrendered life to His glory. A suc- 
cession of missionaries visited her over 
the years until she died in her ninety- 
sixth year. Grace transformed her 
character completely and she became 
a witness and a personal evangelist 
among her own people.—From London 
Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Old as Adam.—Wherefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them (Matt. 7:20). 
Dorothy Dix’s syndicated column of ad- 
vice to lovers, parents, etc., revealed a 
tragic story, accompanied by Miss Dix’s 
remarkably accurate analysis. A dis- 
traught mother wrote: “I have a very 
attractive daughter who has had a good 
environment all her life, and devoted 
parents; yet she does things and has 
ideas that distress her father and me 
very much. She resents our every at- 
tempt to control her, and calls us ‘old- 
fashioned’ when we try to keep her 
from doing things of which we disap- 
prove, such as frequenting the apart- 
ment of two young men. I tell her 
that that can lead to no good, and her 
answer is, ‘Oh, Mother, can’t you come 
up-to-date?’ What can I do about it?” 
Dorothy Dix replied: “You might tell 
your daughter it isn’t virtue and de- 
cency that are ‘old-fashioned’—it is 
wrongdoing. There hasn’t been a new 
sin invented since the fruit-eating ex- 
perience in the Garden of Eden, and it 
would be amusing, if it were not so 
tragic, that the young people of today 
think that they are the first people in 
all the history of the world who ever 
strayed off the straight and narrow 
path. Everybody has always been do- 
ing it. There isn’t a ‘frank’ sex novel 
hot from the press whose plot isn’t fore- 
shadowed in the Ten Commandments, 
nor a vice that wasn’t old when its 
warnings were thundered from Sinai 

. . Girls think they show how ultra- 
modern they are when they boast about 
how many cocktails they can drink, 
and about getting lit up like a Christ- 
mas tree at a party, but there is nothing 
new in a drunken woman. Generation 
after generation has seen the poor, 
bleary-eyed, straggle-haired, frousy 
creatures stumbling along the streets, 
muttering to themselves, or lying in 
the gutter. Girls think they show how 
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adventurous and high-spirited they are 
when they throw their caps over the 
windmill and have affairs with married 
men and other men who can’t and 
won’t marry them. But there is noth- 
ing new in immorality . . . It is all old 
stuff.” Dorothy Dix hit the nail on the 
head. Sin is as old as the Garden of 
Eden and as modern as a TV newscast.— 
From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize 
illustration. 


Suited for Service——Let it alone this 
year ... and if it bear fruit, well 
(Luke 13:8, 9). A young woman in 
Scotland gathered a group of poor rag- 
ged boys to form a class in the Sunday 
school. Among these, the most un- 
promising boy was one called Bob. 
During the week the superintendent 
gave each boy a new suit of clothes. 
After two or three Sundays, Bob was 
missing. The teacher went after him. 
She found that his new clothes were 
torn ,and dirty. She invited him back 
to school. He received a second new 
suit. After attending once or twice, 
Bob’s place was empty again. The sec- 
ond suit of clothes had gone the same 
way as the first. She reported the 
case to the superintendent, saying she 
was utterly discouraged about Bob and 
must give him up. “Please don’t do 
that,” said the superintendent. “Try him 
once more. I'll give him a third suit 
if he’ll promise to attend regularly.” 
Bob did promise. He received his third 
suit. He kept his promise to attend 
regularly. He became interested in the 
school. He trusted Christ, studied for 
the ministry, and eventually that dirty, 
ragged, runaway Bob became a great 
missionary to China, and translated the 
Bible into the Chinese language. Dr. 
Robert Morrison was his name! What 
if they hadn’t continued to go after 
him?—From Tom M. Olson in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Fruit or Root?—If it bear fruit, well: 
and if not, then after that thou shalt 
cut it down (Luke 13:9). A few au- 
tumns ago, I was staying at a friend’s 
home. There was a fruitful garden at- 
tached, watched over by my friend’s 
gardener, one of the old-fashioned type 
of servants who loved his master and 
his master’s work. At the close of my 
visit I went to bid this man good-by. 
He asked me, before I left, to come 
and see his master’s pear tree. “What 
is there special about it?” I asked, as 
we stood on the graveled walk before 
a noble young tree, rich with its fruit. 
“Why, sir,” he said, his eyes kindling, 
“this tree has never borne before, and 
last autumn the master said, ‘Come, 
Ben, we must have this tree down’; 
but I said, ‘Let me have one more 
try with it, and then .. .’ and now see 
what a fine tree it is; there are no 
pears in the garden such as these.” 
He handled one of them with that ap- 
preciative fondness peculiar to gar- 
deners. “Well, Ben,” said I, “and what 
did you do to bring about this wonder- 
ful change?” “Wonderful change it is, 
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sir—the tap-root, the tap-root.” “But 
what did you do?” “I dug right under 
the tree, and cut the tap-root.” “Then 


I suppose all its strength had been go- 
ing into the earth?” “Yes,” he said, 
“that is just how it was.” “Ben,” I 
said, “I came into the garden to hear 
the story, not for the tree’s sake, but 
for yours, I am sure.” He looked at 
me very strangely, wondering what I 
meant. . “You are like that tree when 
it bore no fruit; all your life goes into 
the earth. You are still unsaved, no 
fruit for God. You are still fixed in 
the world. If you continue as you are, 
God will say of you, ‘Cut him down; 
he bears no fruit.’” So we parted; but 
Ben is still, I fear, unsaved. How is it 
with you?—From Dr. A. J. Gordon. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, 
Nebr. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Figs From Fig Trees 
(Gen, 1:1-11; Matt. 7:16-18) 
RING to class or ask one of your 
young naturalists to gather a vari- 
ety of fresh leaves, such as: maple, 
elm, apple, bean, dandelion, pansy, ger- 
anium. Have the class try to identify 
them. How can this little seed (show 
any kind available, such as a pea, 
bean, or flower seed) know what kind 


of leaves or flowers to grow? Not one 
seed ever makes a mistake! No pea 
would grow bean leaves. No pansy 


would bear geranium blossoms. 

How wonderful are the powers God 
has put into every seed! Let us read 
the story of God’s getting ready for 
these plants to grow. It took three 
days to make His garden. First there 
are these simple words, but what won- 
ders they include: “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth” 
—or aS we would say: outer space and 
our world. Plants cannot grow with- 
out light; so, John, read us what God 
did on the first day (Gen. 1:2-5). Plants 
need air and water; Ann, read about 
the second day (vv. 6-8). There must 
be ground for the plants to grow in; 
Frank (vv. 9-11). And there it was! 
A world covered with green grass, veg- 
etables, flowers, and other plants, and 
splendid trees! Every single one of 
them had its own special kind of leaves, 
blossoms, fruit, and seed. All perfectly 
planned by God and built right in to 
keep on making themselves! It is a 
wonderful, wonderful world when we 
look at it carefully—from the biggest 
star to the tiniest seed! 

“And God said, Let the earth bring 
forth grass, the herb yielding seed, and 
the fruit tree yielding fruit after his 
kind, whose seed is in itself, upon the 
earth” (Gen. 1:11, Memory Verse). 
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A seed cannot choose what it can be 
or do. But a boy or a girl can! You 
can! You can be born over (John 3:3). 
There was the prodigal son. He chose 
to be a bad boy for a while and have 
his own way. But he was not happy. 
Then he chose to go home and say he 
was sorry. His father took him back 
and they had a happy party to cele- 
brate. But—what happened the next 
day, the next week, when the cele- 
bration was over and everyone got 
back to work? There were sheep and 
goats and cows to tend. There was 
wheat to plant or harvest by hand. 
There was wood to cut. And plenty 
of other work! There was his older 
brother who was cross because he never 
had a party like that. There was his 
father to obey, and maybe his rules 
were strict. How would one know 
whether that boy was really sorry for 
his bad ways and had changed—by 
what he said or by what he did? 

The Lord Jesus told people how to 
tell whether people were really Chris- 
tians and whether to believe what they 
said or not. See if you can explain 
what He meant (Matt. 7:16-18). As 
your parents, teacher, and playmates 
look at you, what kind of fruit do they 
see? (Draw a large outline of a tree 
on the blackboard. Draw fruit on it 
and write in each a bad trait, such as: 
disobedience, cruelty, lying. Draw a 
second tree with the opposite traits.) 
Which are you? 

Select references to trees, plants, and 
fruit for Bible drill, review stories, or 
further thought (Gen. 2:9; 3:7, 18; 4:3; 
8:11; 41:22-24- Exod. 3:2; 12:22; 15:25; 
1 Kings 21:2; 2 Kings 4:39-41; Psa. 1:3; 
104: 14; Song of Sol. 2:1-3; Isa. 40:8; Jer. 
24:2; Dan. 4:10-15; Amos 7:14; Hab. 3:17; 
Matt. 6:28, 30; 7:19, 20; 21:18-22; Mark 
4:30-32; Luke 8:5; 13:6-9; 19:4; John 
12:13; 15:4, 5; 19:5; Gal. 5:22, 23; 1 Pet. 
2:24; Rev. 22:14). 

ORONO, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HIS is the time of year that it is 

especially nice to live in the coun- 
try. If you are one who lives in the 
country, perhaps this very week your 
mother sent you out to the garden with 
a pair of scissors to cut the asparagus. 
You probably dashed back into the 
house with a big pan full. How good it 
tasted later, dripping with browned 
butter! Or maybe you have _ been 
watching the strawberry patch closely. 
First, when Daddy took the straw away, 
you could see only green leaves. Soon 
white flowers covered the vines, and 
now, this week, you have been picking 
the bright red berries. Oh, how good 
they taste! Hanging from the grapevines 


You would not, 
But just 
about the time that summer vacation 
is over, they will be big and purple 


are tiny green grapes. 
could not eat them now. 


and delicious. On your peach tree now 
are tiny hard balls covered with green 
fuzz. But before too long you will 
have juicy, wonderful peaches. 

Yes, it is fun to have a garden. It 
may be that the asparagus grows right 
next to the strawberries, and the grape- 
vines are near the strawberry patch, 
and the peach tree is next to the grape- 
vines. But, try as you may, never 
once will you see a strawberry grow- 
ing on the grapevine, or a grape grow- 
ing on the peach tree, or a_ peach 
growing on the asparagus fern. Never, 
never, never! That is because, from 
the very beginning, when God made 
everything He said, “Let the earth 
put forth grass, herbs yielding seed, 
and fruit-trees bearing fruit after their 
kind” (Gen. 1:11, A.S.V., italics ours). 
A peach tree will always have peaches 
and nothing else. 

When the Lord Jesus was here on 
earth, He said that people would know 
what kind of person a man or woman, 
or boy or girl is, by his “fruit.” Just 
as a peach tree cannot give straw- 
berries, neither can a person who is 
not a Christian act like a Christian 
and bear Christian fruit. It is quite 
possible for a person who does not 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ as 
Saviour to be a good person and even 
do good things. He may fool others, 
but he will never fool God. He may 
give as much money to the church as 
the Christian does, but God knows his 
heart. God knows that perhaps he is 
giving it so that people will see how 
much he gives, and say what a good 
man he is. The Lord Jesus warned 
that we are to beware of people who 
try to look, talk, and act like Chris- 
tians, but who, on the inside, are sinful. 

When we are born into God’s family, 
He gives us some of the same things 
which He Himself has. He calls it 
fruit. Some of the fruit is mentioned 
in Galatians 5:22, 23. God is love—He 


‘loves the whole world. He gives us His 


love when He comes into our hearts 
and we, in turn, love the whole world. 
That does not mean we simply love 
the people who are in Africa, and India, 
and South America. We love the poor 
children in our town. We love those 
whose skin might be different. 

The Lord Jesus was filled with joy. 
When we accept Him as our Saviour, He 
gives us His joy (John 15:11). We 
have joy when we have to do things 
we don’t want to do. We have joy 
even when we are sad. This is hard 
to understand, but it is true. The Lord 
Jesus is peace (Eph. 2:14). He said, 
“Peace I leave with you, my peace I 
give unto you” (John 14:27). His peace 
is fruit that shows in our lives on days 
when everything seems to be wrong. 
This is only some of the fruit of the 
Christian life. But remember, you can 
never have the fruit unless you first of 
all have the Saviour who gives you the 
fruit. 

MILLERSVILLE, PA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, June 19 


2. Boy Dates Girl 
(2 Cor. 5:8-15) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

E SAW something last week of 

the reasonableness of the desire 
of most normal young people to asso- 
ciate with others of the opposite sex. 
We saw, too, the advisability, particu- 
larly in the beginning, of such asso- 
ciations, to hold to group activities, 
rather than pairing off, and we saw 
the importance of finding our friends 
in the church and Sunday school and our 
young people’s group, and in the Chris- 
tian homes of friends and acquaintances 
of our families. This week we move 
one step further in our friendships to 
the point where a boy wants to ask a 
particular girl for a date, and where a 
girl receives such an invitation from a 
particular boy. 

se 


Many Christian young people are sin- 
cerely puzzled as to what to do on a 
first date. They do not want to do 
anything that would dishonor Christ or 
be inconsistent with a sincere Christian 
testimony. Yet they do not want to 
appear “queer” or “square.” How 
should they act and what should they 
do? 

4 


First of all, let it be emphasized in 
your young people’s meeting when dis- 
cussing this situation that natural, 
wholesome, and honest conduct should 
be a must. If you are the boy, ob- 
viously you will want to make a good 
impression upon the girl you are dating 
and upon her parents, but do not try 
to “impress” them. Let your courtesy 
and thoughtfulness and neatness and 
good sense speak for you. Don’t talk 
about yourself and your accomplish- 
ments, even though they may be worth 
talking about in your opinion. En- 
deavor to learn what your friend is 
interested in and talk about that. Find 
out beforehand what time you are ex- 
pected, and arrive promptly but not 
ahead of time. The girl in turn should 
be courteous enough to be ready when 
her “date” arrives. Most boys dislike 
to be kept waiting in a strange home. 


ee 


The girl will undoubtedly want to 
introduce her friend to her parents if 
he has not already met them. The 
boy should be natural about this. Do 
not think about yourself and you will 
not be embarrassed and at loss for 
words. By all means find out, either 
from the girl or from her parents, the 
time when they will expect her to re- 
turn home and respect their wishes 
scrupulously, even though the girl may 
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be a little careless in this respect. Par- 
ents have a right to know when young 
people in the family will return home, 
and they will be concerned when their 
wishes are disregarded, even though 
they may not always speak about it. 
If the hour is past the time when 
parents may be up and about, do not 
expect to be invited in upon your re- 
turn, especially on your first date. Later 
on, if the hour is not late, and the par- 
ents are about, the girl may properly 
invite you in for a “snack” before you 
leave. Do not prolong this time, how- 
ever, and do not be annoying by turn- 
ing on the radio or TV or making a 
racket. Christian courtesy and thought- 
fulness demand that you think of others 
in the family who may have to rise 
early, or who may be trying to get 
some needed sleep. Even though you 
may be invited to “make yourself at 
home,” when you are visiting a girl 
friend be careful not to intrude in 
parts of the home other than where 
you are being entertained. 


se 


Where should you go on a date, if 
the evening is not to be spent at the 
girl friend’s home? Find out before- 
hand those things in which the girl is 
interested, and plan accordingly, mak- 
ing sure that the parents’ permission 
has been obtained for whatever you 
plan. Church socials, hymn sings, con- 
certs, parties, Youth for Christ meet- 
ings, picnics, sports  activities—all 
offer possibilities. Respect her parents’ 
wishes if they do not want you to use 
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your car or the family car. Parking 
on a lonely road or even in front of 
the girl friend’s home should be ruled 
out by Christian young people. 


se 


If the plan is to spend the evening at 
the girl’s home, be prepared to enter 
into whatever form of wholesome enter- 
tainment the family suggests. Remem- 
ber that the girl is not yet your 
exclusive property and do not be an- 
noyed if games or other forms of enter- 
tainment are suggested that will include 
other members of the family. 


sg 


It is natural that the boy and girl 
will, however, want to have some time 
to themselves under proper conditions, 
but do not let such times degenerate 
into petting. You will hear it said 
that every girl expects a boy friend 
to make love to her. This is not true. 
Many Christian girls detest being petted 
and pawed over and will appreciate 
your courtesy and restraint. Likewise 
few Christian boys will respect the girl 
who invites or permits familiarities. 
Keep any demonstrations of affection 
for the one you will some day choose 
to be your life partner. You will never 
regret this. No self-respecting girl will 
let boys become familiar with her. If 
she does, it should disqualify her from 
being your special friend or chum. 


bd 


Remember at all times that you and 
the Christian girl you are dating are 
not your own. You have been bought 
with a price (1 Cor. 6:19, 20) and 
your bodies are the temples of the Holy 
Spirit. As such, they must not be de- 
filed or used for any purpose other 
than that for which God intended them. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Children at Home 


Meladi Sings a New Song 
By Esther Miller Payler 


ELADI is a bright-eyed Indian girl 

who lives in Mexico. Next to 
eating tortillas (thin corn pancakes) 
and frijoles (beans) with peppers, she 
loves to sing. She and her big brother, 
Juan, often sing songs for tourists and 
so get a few centavos to take home 
to their widowed mother and grand- 
mother. Their mother is a servant in 
the home of a government official. So 
their grandmother takes care of them, 
the adobe house, and small garden 
patch, surrounded by a prickly cactus 
hedge. 

Meladi’s grandmother goes’ every 
morning to the big cathedral in the 
center of the city. Sometimes she takes 
Juan and Meladi with her, but they 
never understand the words the priest 
mumbles or never learn anything about 
the statues and all of the candles. They 
kneel, bow, and keep quiet as she tells 


them and are always glad when they 
get out into the bright sunshine and 


see the blue sky, trees, and flowers 
again. 

One day Meladi took their jar to the 
well to get water. “Hurry,” said Grand- 
mother. “I want to cook some beans 
for supper.” 

Meladi, humming a song, balanced the 
water pot on her head and ran to the 
well. No one else was there so she 
let down the bucket and it came up 
full and dripping. She splashed the 
water into her jar and then started 
for home. As she passed the big house 
on the corner, she heard singing. It 
was a happy song, and one she had 
not heard before. Meladi stood still 
to listen: 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to Him belong; 

They are weak, but He is strong. 

“It’s children singing,” she said aloud. 
“T must see!” 

Again they sang and she followed 
the sound of the singing through the 
open door, down a cool hall, and into 
a patio (courtyard). 

There several children were sitting 
cross-legged, while a sweet-faced lady 
with a white face and blue eyes, stood 
up and sang with them. The children 
were watching the lady so much they 
did not notice Meladi standing there 
with her water jar. 

The lady turned to Meladi, “Little 
girl, would you like to sing with us?” 

“I don’t know the song,” said Meladi 
shyly, looking down at her dusty feet 
and dress. 

“You will learn it quickly,” smiled the 
lady. “Try.” 

The lady sang and Meladi sang with 
her: 

Jesus loves me! this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to Him belong; 
They are weak, but He is strong. 

“You sing very well. What is your 
name and where do you live?” 

“Meladi, and I live down the street,” 
she answered. 

Meladi put down her water jar. She 
sat with the other children and sang 
more songs. She wished Juan were 
there to sing and hear the wonderful 
story of the Lord Jesus, who was the 
friend and helper of all, even of Meladi. 

In the hush after the story, when all 
the dark heads were bowed and one 
of the children was praying, just as if 
he were talking to God and He was 
right there, Meladi heard her grand- 
mother calling her shrilly, ‘“Meladi! 
Where are you?” 

Meladi grabbed her water jar and 
ran without saying anything to the chil- 
dren or the teacher. 

Grandmother was in the street in 
front of the mission. ‘“Meladi, you bad 
girl! I told you to hurry with that 
water!” 

“I heard singing and I went in and 
sang and heard such a wonderful story,” 
said Meladi happily. 

“Wait, until you get home,” growled 
Grandmother. “You shall have a whip- 
ping. You disobeyed and did not hurry 
as I said, and you went to that mission. 
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By JAMES MARTIN 


An imaginative reconstruction of 
the weeks just after the first 
Easter when Jesus’ enemies tried 
to explain away the empty tomb. 


$2.00 at your bookseller 
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The priest said it is a bad place to go, 
and none of us must go near it!” 

“It is a good place!” said Meladi. “I 
heard a beautiful song.” She started 
to sing it, but her grandmother slapped 
her mouth sharply. 

After Grandmother was asleep that 
night, Meladi whispered to Juan about 


the mission and the song. “Let’s go 
tomorrow,” said Juan. 
When Grandmother was at market 


the next morning, Juan and Meladi 
ran to the mission and inside to the 
courtyard. The same lady was there, 
teaching the children. She smiled and 
said: “Good day, Meladi. Is this your 
brother?” 

“Yes, it is Juan. He wants to learn 
to read and write and to sing your 
songs. I cannot get that song out of 
my head.” 

Meladi and Juan stayed all morning. 
On the way home they sang at the 
street corner for a group of tourists 
and got ten centavos. When they 
handed them to Grandmother she com- 
plained, “You should get more than 
that.” 

The next morning Meladi and Juan 
went to the mission again. They 
learned new songs. Meladi said to the 
teacher, “I want to learn more about 
Jesus.” 

“We shall be glad to teach you. I 
will come to your house to see your 
mother about letting you come to our 
school,” said the teacher. 

“No don’t come yet. 
home now. She _ works 
house,” said Juan. 

Meladi and Juan were talking about 
how they could manage to come to 
school and were not looking into the 
Street as they came out. Someone 
grabbed an arm of each. 

“Where have you two been?” Grand- 
mother demanded. She looked very 


She is not at 
in the big 


angry. 
“We were in the mission school learn- 
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ing to sing and read and write,” an- 
swered the children. 

“Don’t go in there again” shouted 
Grandmother and began to pull them 
along the road. “If you do, I’ll—” She 
did not finish. She slipped and fell to 
the ground with a groan. 

“She slipped on a banana peeling 
someone left in the road,” said Juan. 

“My leg’s broken,” breathed Grand- 
mother. 

Meladi tried to comfort Grandmother. 
Juan ran into the mission and came 
out with the doctor. She let them 
carry her into the hospital, although 
she kept muttering. 

Grandmother was kept there for sev- 
eral days until it was safe for her to be 
taken home. Juan and Meladi went 
to school each day at the mission. They 
learned many new songs. “As soon as 
Grandmother is better we’ll have to 
quit,” they said sadly. 

The kind teacher helped bring Grand- 
mother home. She helped get things 
in order. Before the teacher left she 
asked, “Will you allow Juan and Meladi 
to come to our school?” 

Juan and Meladi looked at each other 
and held their breath. “Yes,” answered 
Grandmother. “I found it is a good 
place and the Saviour is there.” 

The children started to sing: 


Jesus loves me! this I know, 

For the Bible tells me so; 

Little ones to Him belong; 
They are weak, but He is strong. 
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Can a God of Love Permit Hell? 
(Continued from page 440) 


sent not his Son into the world to 
condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. He that 
believeth on him is not condemned: 
but he that believeth not is condemned 
already, because he hath not believed 
in the name of the only begotten Son 
of God. And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, and 
men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil” (John 
3: 16-19). 

The Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour 
of the world, concerning whose great 
mission of loving redemption those in- 
spired words are written, said this: 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the 
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of 
God: and they that hear shall live. ... 
Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall 
come forth; they that have done good, 
unto the resurrection of life; and they 
that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damnation” (John 5:25-29). 

At another time, the Saviour of the 
world, whose love goes as far beyond 
the best love that man can conceive of 
as God is beyond man, said: “And if 
thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter into life maimed, 
than having two hands to go into hell, 
into the fire that shall never be 
quenched: where their worm dieth not, 
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and the fire is not quenched. And if 
thy foot offend thee, cut it off: it is 
better for thee to enter halt into life, 
than having two feet to be cast into 
hell, into the fire that never shall be 
quenched: where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched. And if 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out: it 
is better for thee to enter into the king- 
dom of God with one eye, than having 
two eyes to be cast into hell fire: where 
their worm dieth not, and the fire is 
not quenched” (Mark 9: 43-48) . 

The risen and glorified Christ, who 
appeared to the beloved Apostle John 
in his old age and gave to him the 
Revelation of things to come, after set- 
ting forth, as only the Son of God 
could, the wonders of God’s loving pro- 
vision for those who accept His love, 
“As it is written, Eye hath not seen 
nor ear heard, neither hath entered 
into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love 
him,” showed John also the unspeak- 
ably dreadful future that must await 
those who reject His love: “Whosoever 
was not found written in the book of 
life was cast into the lake of fire” 
(Rev. 20:15). 

How can God, as a God of love, 
permit hell to be created? We cannot 
know the full answer to this question 
until we see no longer “through a glass 
darkly,” and know even as we also are 
known (1 Cor. 13:12). But because we 
know that “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 
we know that His love required hell 
as well as Heaven. He has told us 
about both places. If we do not be- 
lieve what He says about hell, why 
should we believe what He says about 
Heaven? 
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What the Bookshelves Show 


(Continued from page 443) 


treated in Volume 10. Certainly any- 
one who has access to and uses this 
comprehensive collection of comments 
will never lack ideas, information, and 
inspiration in the form of homiletical 
helps on great texts in any section of 
the Bible. The wealth of material will 
enrich the mind, the heart, and the 
messages of the teacher or the preacher 
who uses it as a source of ingredients 
for the fashioning of his own lessons 
or sermons. 


Luther’s Commentary on Genesis. 2 
vols. By Martin Luther. (Zondervan 
Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$5.95 each, or $9.90 the set.) The great 
reformer’s massive commentary on the 
Book of Genesis is now available in a 
new translation ably executed by Dr. J. 
Theodore Mueller of Concordia Theo- 
logical Seminary, St. Louis. Some 
abridgment has been made, in the 
process of modernizing and simplifying 
the work, without any detriment to the 
value or quality of the commentary. 
Over 750 pages of illuminating analysis 
reveal both the scope and significance of 
the contents of Genesis, and the scholar- 
ship and spiritual discernment of the 


“father of the Reformation.” Volume 
1 covers chapters 1 through 21 and Vol- 
ume 2 covers chapters 22 through 50. 
While every point of interpretation will 
not be accepted by every reader of 
these books, nevertheless the work, a 
classic in its field, very much deserves 
a place in today’s theological libraries 
and the attention of today’s theological 
students. 


Miracles and Parables of the Old 
Testament. By a London Minister. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $3.95.) It is not difficult to find 
plenty of books on the miracles and 
parables of the New Testament, but, it 
was the opinion of the author of this 
volume, that no such book had before 
been printed on the miracles and par- 
ables of the Old Testament. This work 
now reprinted was the attempt of a 
“London Minister” (whose name is not 
given and who must have labored in 
that city many years ago) to help his 
brother ministers in the preparation of 
sermons. These are not sermons in 
themselves, but are given in the way of 
outlines to be. expanded. In doing this, 
the author has given much help to min- 
isters of the Word. There are sixty- 
two chapters dealing with the miracles 
of the Old Testament. Quotations 
are given freely from well-known 
preachers of his day. These men cer- 
tainly believed in the miraculous, and 
they bring many examples of God's 
ever-present help. There are forty- 
two expositions. Most of these deal 
with real parables, but, in the opinion 
of many, some of these incidents are 
not parables. For example, such ac- 
counts as “The Assault of Gog and 
God’s Judgment on Him,” or Ezekiel’s 
long description of a temple are not 
parables. They are prophecies that are 
to be taken with a great degree of 
literalism. This section of the volume 
is not as satisfactory as the section on 
miracles. The author had the tendency 
to spiritualize many of the prophecies 
that faithful students of the Word to- 
day interpret literally. It may be that, 
being nearer the end of the age now, we 
can see more clearly the real meaning 
of Scripture. In spite of this defect, the 
volume contains much valuable homi- 
letic material. 


Preaching on the Life of Christ. By 
William Steuart McBirnie, D.D. (Zon- 
dervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $2.) Two books have been pub- 
lished recently dealing in particular 
with the Life of Christ. One by C. E. 
Colton, which deals with the early 
days of Christ beginning with His “pre- 
existence,” and the other which is here 
reviewed written by the pastor of the 
Trinity Baptist Church, San Antonio, 
Texas. Mr. McBirnie’s church now 
boasts a membership of three thousand. 
This book consists of seven sermons, 
six of which deal with epochs in the 
life of Christ, each associated with a 
mountain. The seventh discusses in a 
very interesting manner “The Contem- 
pory Christ.” This reviewer found the 
book very inspirational. The author 
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is obviously equipped and qualified to 
deliver these messages. He is true to 
Christ and an evangelical of great abil- 
ity. He is a young man and was voted 
by the Texas Junior Chamber of Com- 
merce as “One of the five outstanding 
Texans of 1955.” 


Serilda’s Star. By Olive Rambo 
Cook. (Longmans, Green and Co., Inc., 
New York 18; $2.95.) The love of a 
girl for a horse named Star is the theme 
of this story of life on our early Western 
frontier. Serilda, a teen-age school girl, 
saved the life of a sick and injured 
horse, whose owner was about to shoot 
it because it was unfit for any further 
travel. Meanwhile, she watches the 
rising flood in the river that threatens 
to destroy the bridge upon which her 
brother Jeff has been working so dili- 
gently. The sick horse recovers under 
Serilda’s faithful care and prayers, and 
Serilda is persuaded to enter Star in 
the prize contest at the county fair. 
Star also had a part in saving the life 
of Jeff when he was injured in an ac- 
cident. 


Straight Down a Crooked Lane. By 
Francena H. Arnold. (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.50.) In this sprightly 
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The Sunday School Times book 
review. 
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“| was looking for an 


investment plan... 





that would 
provide two 
things— 


1, AN OPPORTUNITY 
TO HELP TRAIN 
YOUNG PEOPLE FOR 
CHRISTIAN 

SERVICE 


2. A STEADY, GUARANTEED 
INCOME FOR LIFE.” 


—and when this former schoolteacher 
learned about the Moody Annuity Plan, 
she said, ‘‘That’s just 
what I’ve been looking for!’’ 


Like many other Christian stewards who have 
caught the vision of providing tuition-free 
training for young people preparing for the 
Lord’s work, Mrs. J. found the answer in the 
tried and proved Moody Annuity Plan. 

She also encouraged her own son to enroll 
at Moody Bible Institute because she was 
familiar with the thorough, Bible-centered 
teaching that has characterized the Insti- 
tute’s training program for three-quarters of 
a century. 

The Moody Annuity Plan also provides 
generous tax benefits, and your income from 
the annuity is largely tax exempt. It’s an ex- 
cellent Christian plan for funds, property and 
securities. 

If you are interested in becoming a partner 
in the Lord’s work through Moody’s world- 
wide, soul-winning ministries—and receiving 
@ generous, assured income for life (up to 
8%% return, depending on age), we invite 
you to write for the FREE booklet, ‘““Double 
Dividends,’’ which explains the Moody Annu- 
ity Plan in detail. Mail coupon today. 


Christian stewards are also 
putting surplus funds in the 
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Write: Annuity Department Dept. S-0-43-2 | 
MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE | 
| 820 N. LaSalle Street « Chicago 10, Illinois | 
Please send me, without obligation, complete | 
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currently paying 


You are guaranteed a fair return on 
your money, with the privilege of with- 
drawal in case of emergency. Deposits, 
in multiples of $100, may be made 
at any time. 
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story is vividly portrayed some of the 
problems and experiences that young 
couples are likely to face, particularly 
when military service is involved. 
Jack, not quite twenty-one, and Mary 
Jo, not quite eighteen, met by chance, 
but so strongly were they drawn to 
one another that they determined to 
be wed. They planned a quiet cere- 
mony in a small family group rather 
than a big church wedding as some 
of their friends had expected. One 
reason was that Jack was on a short 
furlough, and he wanted Mary Jo to 
go back to camp with him. This she 
consented to do. Life in a tiny apart- 
ment had its trials, and the summer 
heat was almost unbearable. But they 
worked together with other young 
couples, and many interesting hap- 
penings enliven the pages. It is pre- 
eminently a book for young people. 
Throughout the story runs a thread of 
gold—the true Christian touch, vivid 
with reality. 

















By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


June 13 to 19 


Mon.—Matthew 17:15-20. 
Known by Our Fruits. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTIons: “By their fruits 
ye shall know them.” A _ good tree 
brings forth good fruit. Many profess 
to believe on Christ, but few show their 
faith in Him by doing His holy will. 
Think of what became of the fruitless 
fig tree that the Lord cursed. - Make 
it your prayer, care, and main concern 
to give to your Lord the fruit of obedi- 
ence, out of love for His loving care 
and His giving Himself for you. Pray 
for the Grace Bible Institute, Omaha, 
Nebr. 


Tues.—Matthew 25:31-40. 
Service in- Christ’s Name. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inasmuch as ye 
have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.” Do all to the glory of God. 
Let every word and act be pleasing 
to the Lord. He watches motives as 
well as movements. Let every thought 
be pleasing to Him and make certain 
that all your works are wrought in His 
name. Keep in mind the coming day 
of your account to the Lord Jesus. 
Pray for Wheaton College Academy, 
Prince Crossing, Ill. 


Wed.—Matthew 25:41-46. 
Indifference to Human Need. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Inasmuch as ye 
did it not to one of the least of these, 
ye did it not to me.” ‘The only way 
we can minister to Christ physically is 


by lovingly helping dependent people. 
Religion that concerns chiefly thought 


without action is false. The will to do 
is good; but doing good is better. Is 
your love to others practical or only 
sentimental? Only the good man will 
be blest for his deeds. Pray for the 
Winona Lake Summer Conferences, 
Winona Lake, Ind. 


Thurs.—Luke 13:6-9. 
Another Chance To Bear Fruit, 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Lord, let it 
alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it: and if it bear 
fruit, well: and if not, then after that 
thou shalt cut it down.” The barren 
fig tree was cumbersome to the ground. 
The master wanted fruit. This parable 
has a shocking, divine word for fruit- 
less “Christians.” Hear what the Lord 
says: “Every branch in me that beareth 
not fruit he taketh away: and every 
branch that beareth fruit, he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit” 
(John 15:2). If we have the root of 
grace, we should have signs of fruit 
and growth in grace. Pray for the 
Canadian Keswick Conferences, Fern 

dale, Ontario, Can. 


Fri—John 15:1-8. 
Fruit-bearing Branches. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Every branch 
in me that beareth .. . fruit he purgeth 
it, that it may bring forth more fruit.” 
Our Lord’s design for us is that we 
should be fruitful in every good work. 
Spiritual likeness to Christ is “love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: 
against such there is no law” ‘(Gal. 5: 
22, 23). This is what the Lord wants 
to see in us. Pray for the English 
Keswick Conference, Keswick, Eng. 


Sat—Isaiah 58:6-11. 
Sharing With the Needy. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Loose the bands 
of wickedness undo the heavy 
burdens .. . let the oppressed go free 
. break every yoke ... deal thy 
bread to the hungry . . bring the 
poor that are cast out to thy house 
... the naked ... cover him... hide 
not thyself from thine own flesh.” 
This kind of righteousness pleases the 
Lord. He “went about doing good, and 
healing all that were oppressed of the 
devil.” We all have abundant oppor- 
tunities to do good every day. We 
should make use of them all the way 
to the Home above. Pray for the Lake 
Sammamish Bible Conferences, Lake 

Sammamish, Wash. 


Sun.—Galatians 6:1-10. 
Reaping a Spiritual Harvest. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In due season 
we shall reap, if we faint not.” Life is 
like farming. We have to sow to reap. 
And we reap from the seeds we sow. 
As we sow we shall reap—good or ill. 
The law of sowing and reaping op- 
erates in every life. Be careful what 
you sow, for seeds will surely grow. 
Sow to the Spirit, and reap life ever- 
lasting (see Gal. 6:8). Pray for the 
Gull Lake Bible Conference, Gull Lake, 
Mich. 
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